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The Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference, 
United Church of Christ Invites You 


Service of Installation for 
Rev. Heather Fosburgh as Associate Conference Minister 
and Rev. Kim Wood as Conference Minister 


Saturday, April 2, 2022 
3:00 PM Eastern /2:00 PM Central 


Kirkwood United Church of Christ, Atlanta, GA 
and 
Spirit of the Cross Church, Huntsville, AL 


as well as 
Satellite Locations throughout the SECUCC 


The service will also be live-streamed 
for people wishing to celebrate worship from their homes. 


For more details, visit secucc.org/installation 
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News from the Conference Office 


Steadfast Care 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness. Be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the 
faint-hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love 
and serve Christ, rejoicing in the power and the promise of the Holy Spirit. 


These are the words | would share with the congregations | served as a 
benediction after we had come to the table of God's grace for Holy 
Communion. | remember when | first officiated Communion, how nervous | 
was that | would mess it up. Even after | felt | had it “properly” memorized, | 
kept a notecard with the words in the pocket of robe, just in case. It took 
quite a while for me to feel comfortable leaving my prompt behind. It 
wasn't because | was worried that | would sound unpolished or unprepared 
if | fumbled over the words. It was that they felt so profound to me, and | 
wanted to be sure that people heard them, soaked them in, received their 
marching orders for how to live as Christ's servants faithfully, wherever we 
all might be. This rhythmic cadence sent us out into the world time and 
again with the reminder to care for one another, and especially those who 
found themselves or were forced into life spaces that left them facing a 
disadvantage. 


There are millions of people under attack right now in our world. Just look 
at the newsfeed on your phone and you will see regular entries about the 
death and destruction of our siblings in the Ukraine as Russia continues to 
wage war on this country who is “neighbor.” People continue to try to flee 
at an alarming and necessary rate, many who find themselves with no clear 
path to safety. Turn on one of the news channels or segments to hear 
about how state legislations continue to press in on our siblings who are 
transgender, with particular attention to doing damage to children, youth, 
and young adults. Snow, ice, wind, and rainstorms have moved across the 
country in broad, bold strokes, leaving many without power and heat. For 
those on the margins of economic security and beyond, access to safe 
shelter and repair is often scarce or unavailable as the power of money 
continues to wreak havoc on those people without it. | can’t help but hear 
these precious words over and over again in my head: strengthen the faint- 
hearted, support the weak, help the afflicted, no evil for evil. Provide 
steadfast care for one another. 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=a4803da3b7 Page 3 of 15 


SECUCC Conference Connection: March 18, 2022 2/20/23, 5:15 PM 


As we continue our Lenten journey, | hope you will repeat and hear these 
words, as well, not just in your head, but upon your hearts. In this time 
when there is a cultural focus on causing harm, may we, gathered and 
named as Jesus Followers, hold strong to caring for our neighbors and 
loving one another. And may we constantly look for ways to do so not only 
in words, but also in action - if you pay attention, you just might find a few 
Opportunities in this e-news or website! 


Weekly Lenten Reflections 


Your Southeast Conference Staff offer Lenten reflections on the theme of 
fasting as acts of abundance. View all of them on our YouTube channel. 


r( es 


Rev. Heather Fosburgh's reflection for Week 2 
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Rev. Heather Fosburgh's reflection for Week 3 


Annual Information Review for Authorized Ministers 


It is that time of year again, the Annual Information Review for Authorized 
Ministers! If you are an Authorized Minister, licensed, commissioned, or 
ordained, please take a few minutes and fill out the Information review. 
This helps us keep our database up to date and helps the Commission on 
Ministry and the Conference know how to support you better in your 
ministry. We have a uns of clievent ways you can submit your 
information, including an online form and a fillable PDF you can print and 
mail in or email back to the conference. The conference will also be sending 
out hard copies next week if you prefer that version. uj wate ae any 
questions or problems with the form, please email hfosburgh@secucc.org. 


Clergy Zoom Connections for March 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, March 22, 29 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern ie 00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 
e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
eee ae 22-9: a0% a. m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/35474 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of March 20 


New Hope Congregational Christian; Clio, Alabama 
Southeast Conference Staff 

Tom Mozley 

Gary Myers 

Scott Cox 


Week of March 27 


e Deer Lodge Congregational UCC; Deer Lodge, Tennessee 
e James Banks 

e Lian Robins 

e Jeane Spoor 

e Tonya Barnett 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Holy Trinity 
Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, 
Clemson SC; Deer Lodge Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; 
Brookemeade Congregational, Nashville TN 
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Over four years ago Peace Church in Clemson received initial grants from 
NIN and Southeast Conference to build a mobile tiny house to be used as a 
temporary shelter for homeless LGBTQ+ young adults. 


The project was organized in cooperation with PRISM, a Peace Church- 
sponsored organization at Clemson University for LGBTQ+ students and 
allies. The house was designed by a Clemson student. Construction began 
under the guidance of a volunteer contractor at a location on the Clemson 
Campus. Students and church members provided volunteer labor. Due to 
construction by the University, the project was moved to a location some 
distance from campus. That negatively impacted student participation. 
Then COVID came. 


The project was restarted in November and has neared completion. 
Hooray! However, the organizations we initially partnered with for the 
implementation of the project have moved on. One of those partners is 
now providing temporary housing for homeless LGBTQ+ young adults in 
their facility. That is a positive outcome of our work, but it will not help with 
the location of the house. 


All of that means we have a homeless house. Churches in the Conference 
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who might be interested in a donation of the tiny house for a mission 
agency or church mission project should contact the moderator of Peace 
Church at moderator@thepeacechurch.org. 


In his 90th-birthday sermon, Andrew Young urges the 
world to ‘fear no evil’ 


by Hans Holznagel | published on Mar 10, 2022 


Months ago, when the Rev. Andrew Young chose the theme for his 90th 
birthday celebration, he didn’t know part of the world would be at war. 


But he preached on “peace and reconciliation” anyway in a special March 9 
prayer service. He spoke of courage and faith — and even of angels — as 
the world faces “the trials and tribulations and terrors of our times.” 


The Civil Rights leader and former United Nations ambassador urged hope 
and action amid U.S. political strife and Russia’s current invasion of Ukraine. 
His remarks came at the start of four days of events marking his milestone 
birthday. 


Held at Atlanta’s First Congregational United Church of Christ, Young's 
home church since 1961, the service featured prayers from many faith 
traditions, greetings from around the world and music in many styles. It 
was broadcast live over the internet and locally on WSB-TV. A recording is 
here. 


Read the rest of this article on the UCC website. 
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News from the Wider Church 


One Great Hour of Sharing Offering for 2022 


The theme for the 2022 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering is “Love 
Remains,” based on 1 Corinthians 13:13 And now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. These words were written to a 
church in turmoil to remind them what love looks like in community. 


Sunday, March 27, 2022, the fourth Sunday of Lent, is the recommended 
date for the offering. Resources to help you promote the offering will be 
mailed to your churches beginning the week of February 21, 2022. And for 
your newsletters and worship planning purposes, resources are already 
available for download on the UCC website. You may also order additional 
copies of these materials from UCC Resources. 


UCC Webinar—Getting Ready for Earth Sunday: 
Resources for Congregations 


With the recently released report from the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the dire situation faced by our 
world has never been clearer. To help meet this moment, Creation Justice 
Ministries has created an ecumenical resource to assist churches. The 
resource is entitled “Weathering the Storm: Faithful Climate Resilience.” It 
specifically helps churches respond to the question, “How can our churches 
be hubs of resilience, helping our neighbors weather the physical and 
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Spiritual storms of the climate crisis?” The resource can be used year-round 
and is also particularly useful in preparing for Earth Sunday (April 24th). 


In this webinar, Avery Davis Lamb, Co-Executive Director of Creation Justice 
Ministries, will introduce the resource and talk about specific ways 
churches can deliver a powerful message and experience on Earth Sunday. 
Even if you can’t make the scheduled time of 1 pm ET on Wednesday, April 
13, still sign-up, and we will send you a recording. Register now! 
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This free, new and rapidly growing network is providing congregations with 
practical tools, training and relationships, including online resources and 
connection to your Conference Disaster Coordinator and to 
denominational, ecumenical and other disaster response resources. It’s 


simple to access and has an easy three-step process to register. 


Willing to Respond is a United Church of Christ collaboration with 
Disciples of Christ Week of Compassion, and Houston Responds. 


“Willing to Respond is not a one-size-fits-all program,” emphasized Lesli 
Remaly, United Church of Christ Minister for Disaster Response and 
Recovery. “The way you serve is up to your congregation, as God is leading 
you. 


“In fact,” Remaly said, “Your congregation may already be serving disaster 
survivors by assembling CWS Kits and Emergency Clean-Up Buckets, 

contributing to UCC appeals, deploying work teams to disaster rebuilding 
sites or helping people in your community clean up after a flood or storm. 
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“Willing to Respond will help your congregation review its experience, 
available resources and community context; discern your growing edges, 
and get ready to respond when disaster strikes,” she said. “The Willing to 
Respond network helps your congregation get connected to collaborate.” 
Join Us Today! 


Support for Ukrainian Refugees 


The United Church of Christ is appealing for support for refugees who have 
fled Ukraine to neighboring countries and for elderly and other vulnerable 
people who are displaced within Ukraine and unable to leave. As a member 
of the ACT Alliance, UCC support is being targeted to people most in need 
through humanitarian relief partners with a history of working in the 
region. Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will provide shelter, food, 
and other care to war refugees and internally displaced people. It also will 
help refugees and asylum seekers from African, Middle Eastern, and other 
countries who had sought refugee in Ukraine and now are twice displaced, 
as well as citizens of more than 125 other countries living in Ukraine. All 
donations will be deposited into the International Disasters fund 
designated for “Ukraine Relief.” Your generous financial support will be 
used by our partners in the areas of greatest need. One can also mail a 
check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 
Cleveland, OH 44194. Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on 

your check in the memo section. To make donations online, 

visit https:/Awww.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal/. 


Trainings and Conferences 
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Healthy Boundary Training for 2022 


Healthy Boundary Training will be offered through Zoom again this year. 
The following courses will be offered in partnership with the Disciples of 
Christ Georgia Region. 


e March 25-26: Healthy Boundaries 101 Fundamentals - REGISTER 
Register by March 14 to receive the required book from the 
Conference. If you register after March 14 you are responsible for 
buying your own copy of the boundaries workbook here. 

e May 6-7: Healthy Boundaries 201 Beyond Basics and Into the Internet 
(Pre-req Healthy Boundaries 101) - REGISTER 
Register by April 25 to receive the required book from the Conference. 
If you register after April 25 you are responsible for buying your own 
copy of the boundaries workbook here. 

e An additional course of Healthy Boundaries 3071 is in final 
development and will be offered in September. 


All of the training is Friday afternoon from 1:45 pm to 5:15 pm Eastern, and 
Saturday morning from 8:45 am to 12:15 pm Eastern. 


The 101 and 201 workshops use the Healthy Boundaries/Clergy Ethics 
curriculum developed by FaithTrust Institute, a national, multifaith, 
multicultural training, and education organization that is used by faith 
communities across the U.S. The Retired Ministers curriculum has been 
developed by the Southeast Conference. 


The Fee is $75. You can either pay online at secucc.org/giving/donate/ — 
choose “other donation” and be sure to list Healthy Boundary Training on 
the line provided or you can send a check to the Southeast Conference at 
PO Box 1950 Decatur GA 30031. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Rev. Heather Fosburgh at hfosburgh@secucc.org or call 404- 
719-6572. 


CPE Coffee Break 


Join the Institute for Spiritual Health and Wellness at CHRIS 180 for a virtual 
Clinical Pastoral Education(CPE) Open House on Wednesday, March 30 
from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm via Zoom. Have an in-depth conversation with 
program staff and learn about their CPE programs. 


The Institute is looking to expand its Clinical Pastoral Education program 
and is offering this “Coffee Break” to introduce its program and educators. 
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They are especially interested in talking with people who may not have had 
the opportunity to participate in CPE but would like to embark on this 
journey. For more information, email CPE@CHRIS180.org. 


OPEN AND AFFIRMING 


COALITION 


UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


Open and Affirming Coalition 50th Anniversary 
National Gathering in August 


Fifty years ago, in 1972, a courageous and visionary band of queer leaders 
in the United Church of their Christ (with their straight allies) founded the 
"UCC Gay Caucus," the forerunner of the Open and Affirming Coalition of 
the United Church of Christ. 


Earlier that year, the Golden Gate Association in California ordained Bill 
Johnson—the first openly gay man to be authorized for ministry in a 
historic Protestant denomination. 


This year's National ONA Gathering will celebrate this milestone in our 
beloved church. We'll celebrate the past 50 years and the extraordinary 
growth in our movement from small beginnings, honor our elders and 
learn from each other the ways our movement needs to expand its vision 
at the beginning of our second half-century. 


Join us on Zoom on August 5, 6, 7 for this once-in-a-lifetime event. Events 
will be scheduled in the evenings, enabling Hawai'i and western time zones 
to participate. We'll announce registration in the spring, but in the 
meantime please mark these dates on your calendar! 


As with National Gatherings in the past, there will be soul-expanding 
worship and mind-expanding keynotes. I'm looking forward to seeing each 
of you! 


Conference Calendar 


March 22 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
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Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


March 22 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


March 25 @ 1:45 pm - March 26 @ 12:15 pm EDT 
Healthy Boundaries 101: Fundamentals 


March 28 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church Leaders 


March 29 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


April 2 @ 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm EDT 
Installation for Kim Wood and Heather Fosburgh 


April 5 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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